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New Year’s Greetings – Chinese Year of the Rooster 
By Saro Capozzoli and Jesa’s Team 
 
Even this Chinese year is coming to an end. We would like to wish to all 
of our readers, followers, and clients a happy and rich new year of the 
rooster. We hope 2017 will be full of new exciting opportunities. 
 
With our monthly newsletter we try to think over the Chinese and 
world’s economic and political environments, trying to spot trends and 
to be updated. We aim at finding strong and consistent business op-
portunities. 
 
The year of the rooster is starting in a political turmoil due to the 
American leadership, which will drastically change relations among 
nations. Ironically, this will give more and more power to China, a 
country that may soon assume the leader’s role and that is entirely 
ready to take it on. Therefore, we invite you to pay even more atten-
tion to what’s now happening in China and catch local opportunities. 
Our invitation is extended to accommodate the opportunities arising 
from the investment flows that China will lead to Europe, to the de-
triment of the U.S.A.  
 
JESA is willing to discuss these topics with you, we are eager to receive 
critics and suggestions to develop new ideas together. 
 
 
 

Chinese investments in green and sustainable energy: big 
projects and huge numbers. 
By Kevin Liu, Saro Capozzoli – Jesa 
 
During the years, China's rapid and unstoppable economic develop-
ment has raised many concerns about the environmental pollution: 
today, this is an issue of urgent priority for the country’s government. 
 
As signatory of the Kyoto Protocol, China has gradually increased its 
efforts in addressing the climate change. Back to late 2015, President 
Xi Jinping already vowed to establish anti-pollution mechanisms, to 
promote adaptation projects, and training programs for 1,000 cli-
mate-related professionals. China has also been the hosting country of 
the 11th EU-CHINA BUSINESS & TECNOLOGY COOPERATION FAIR, 
which took place in Chengdu in November 2016. More than 200 poli-
ticians, foreign ambassadors and international organizations from 14 
different European countries got together to discuss new cooperation 
modes to “promote green enterprises’ sustainable development” and 
“green economic transformation”.  
  
Since 2012, China has been the world’s largest investor in green 
energy. It invested over US$ 100billion in renewable energies’ plants in 
2015, overtaking both the US (US$ 44.1bn) and Japan (US$36.2bn). 
Moreover, the country is planning to invest US$ 361billion between 
2016 and 2020. As a result of these multiple efforts, government data 
released signals that among the sources of energy employed, coal 
proportion fell by 1.7% reaching 64.4%, while clean fuels’ proportion is 
now 12%, increased by 0.8% compared to 2014. In terms of installed 
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renewable power capacity, China is again the world’s largest market. 
The sector issued US$ 21.9billion green bonds in 2016, counting for 
35.85% of the worldwide total issued amount. 
 
These broad growth prospects have started to attract diverse popular 
international enterprises, which have begun to show interest in in-
vesting in the cause. For example, coherently with Mr. Cook’s target to 
make “100% of Apple’s offices and stores use renewable resources to 
provide power", Apple announced last October the completion of 40 
megawatts solar project in cooperation with SunPower in Sichuan, 
China. Moreover, the company is planning to invest 200 megawatts in 
solar projects in Northern, Eastern and Southern China.  
 
On the competition side, Microsoft’s co-founder, Bill Gates, announced 
to raise US$1 billion (RMB 6.9 billion) to invest in clean energy inno-
vation projects together with other Chinese technology giants, such as 
Alibaba.  
  

 
Image from Sina China 

 
The other great Chinese commitment in the attempt to fight the 
country’s massive carbon footprint regards the progressive shift to the 
use of electric vehicles.  
 
The Government is rallying for citizens to switch, as it would like to 
have 5million EVs on the roads by 2020. As a matter of facts, estimates 
say that a pure electric vehicle potentially reduces Co2e emissions by 
65% and, as a result of this “electrification” process, the transportation 
sector could register a greenhouse gases’ reduction of about 
0.4gigatons by 2030. 
 
The Government is strongly supporting investments in the industry, 
subsidizing main players and financing the installation of public 
charging platforms throughout the country. For example, one of the 
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biggest Chinese battery energy companies, Tianneng Group, recently 
announced a total RMB 3billion investment on a new lithium battery 
vehicle project. In fact, the heart of the new EVs is actually the battery 
system, as lead-acid batteries are outdated products and their disposal 
is extremely polluting. Moreover, China’s National Development and 
Reform Commission and Ministry of Commerce declared that a new 
policy will be released and subjected to public approval. This will aim to 
relax country’s protectionist law for the import of electric vehicles. The 
current regulation in force strictly requires foreign automobile com-
panies to either establish a production plant in China or to form a 
partnership with a local company to be allowed to commercialize their 
products. However, this approach does not seem to suit the declared 
sustainable goal, as local producers cannot keep up with the demand. 
 
If we consider the problem’s influence on the economic and social 
global scale, it is definitely the time to take action against soil, air and 
water pollution. While the Chinese government and its people should 
start examining the issue, a new opportunity arises also for foreign 
enterprises. They have now the possibility to import in the country new 
technologies and operations to sustain a green growth. Many internal 
industries have profound development prospects, but a strong action is 
anyhow required. This can only be provided by players coming from 
industrialized countries, which already had to reform themselves in 
this direction throughout the growing years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A modern dispute: robots will not steal our jobs 
By Saro Capozzoli  
 

 

 
Robotics will be a crucial sector for the creation of new job openings in 
the next five years. It might sound odd, but this is actually true. As a 
matter of facts, today robots are directly responsible for almost 
3million jobs. The increasing use of robots in the next five years will 
create millions of high skilled job positions all around the world. These 
will be generated in different critical industries: for example consumer 
electronics, food production, wind energy, advanced batteries’ pro-
duction, just to name a few. 
 
Public opinion often just dwells on the immediate consequences and 
believes that robots will take people’s workplaces, without creating 
new opportunities. But, as history proves, during the industrial and 
technological revolutions many outdated workplaces were substituted 
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by new ones. For instance, ice blocks’ distributors were replaced by 
fridges, and actually a lot of people were then employed in factories for 
their assembling.   
 
It has been estimated that around 5 million jobs would not exist today 
if it had not been for automation and robotics. It’s thanks to those 
industries that electronic products are nowadays placed at a rea-
sonably low price in the market. 
 
The creation of new job opportunities is faster in countries that keep 
investing in robotics rather in the ones that invest a low sum of money. 
Japan and Germany, which have been heavily and permanently in-
vesting in the field, have maintained a key high-quality role in the 
market. Germany, for example, has also experienced an increase in 
the automotive sector’s employment rate.  
To support the sector, it should be underlined that robots can perform 
activities that could be dangerous for human beings; robots can work 
under conditions that men could not bear.  
 
A significant example dates back to 1998, when Drew Greenblatt, CEO 
of Marlin Steel declared that workers were paid 6USD/hour, without 
any benefit. Workers manually produced around 300 steel curves per 
hour. “It was a boring, unsafe, and low quality output job” Mrs. 
Greenblatt said. “Now, our employees are paid between 25 and 30 
USD/hour, including bonuses and over-time pay. Each one of them 
oversees four robots, which are able to produce 20,000 curve pieces in 
one hour with high quality and precision levels. Last year, exporting in 
over 30 countries has been our proudest achievement. We increased 
25% the job force and this is all thanks to robots: job positions at 
Marlin are totally safe”. 

 
The future of robotics may lie in miniaturisation and new detection 
functions. This means that robots will probably be employed by an 
increasing number of sectors.  
 
Italy represents an excellence in Europe in this regard: it’s after 
Germany in turnover terms, but not in respect of quality and tech-
nology levels. The industry in Italy actually produces over 5 billion EUR, 
more or less half of Germany’s production. In Italy we can count 155 
robots for every 10,000 humans. The Peninsula is at the second place 
in Europe for robotics and it’s among the first ten countries in the world 
in terms of automation rate. 

 
 
According to a research published by the International Federation of 
Robotics (IFR), in 2020 robots will create between 10 and 14 million 
job positions. These numbers easily wave the thesis, commonly shared 
by the public opinion, according to which the progress of robotics and 
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of production processes’ automation will necessarily imply a decrease 
in the employment rate. 
 
On the contrary, , robots will increase productivity and will create 
growth opportunities for many sectors, increasing the employment 
rate as well, by substituting humans in the most mechanic tasks. 
 
JESA is very active in this industry. We already mapped the greatest 
opportunities not only in Italy but also in Northern Europe. Italy should 
really keep investing in R&D and supporting the multiple start-ups born 
in the sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China Monthly Tax Declaration Deadline Calendar - 2017 
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Scott Sun (Supervisor) 
Saro Capozzoli 
Kevin Liu 
Beatrice Bin 
 
For inquires and suggestions regarding this 
newsletter or for any other concerns, please 
contact us anytime at:  
 
beatrice@jesa.com.cn 
 
Our Newsletters:  
 
http://www.jesa.com.cn/jesa/Index.p
hp/Publication/news.html 

 
www.jesa.com.cn 
www.jesacapital.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEGAL NOTICE 
The content of this newsletter is com-
posed and written by JESA, and thus it is 
not reproducible and cannot be diffused 
indiscriminately without JESA’s consent. 
The purpose of this newsletter is to keep 
our contacts informed about important 
changes occurring in China and world-
wide. Any use of it must be authorized by 
JESA.   
 

Good planets suitable for  
Humans are hard to find.   
Pleasethink of the environment 
before printing 
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